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7 a.m. – 10 p.m.
CHILDREN NATIONWIDE TO BENEFIT AS IHOP FLIPS FOR CHARITY

What:  IHOP’s Third National Pancake Day Celebration Benefiting the Blair E. Batson Hospital for Children. IHOP Restaurants in Jackson will offer guests a free short stack of buttermilk pancakes in an effort to raise awareness and funds for The Blair E. Batson Hospital for Children at the University of Mississippi Medical Center.
Why:  For every delicious short stack of pancakes served on National Pancake Day, IHOP guests are invited to make a donation to the Blair E. Batson Hospital for Children.
When:  Tuesday, February 12, 2008, 7 a.m. – 10 p.m.  

Where:   At participating IHOP restaurants in the Jackson area.

· 4755 I-55 Frontage Road, Jackson 39206

· 2700 Greenway Drive, Jackson 39204

Because many states hosted their presidential primaries on February 5 (Super Tuesday and Shrove Tuesday), IHOP decided to celebrate National Pancake Day one week later this year on February 12. On National Pancake Day 2007, IHOP served 1.1 million free pancakes, which generated more than $625,000 for children’s charities nationwide, far exceeding the fundraising goal.

About Children’s Hospital: The Batson hospital averaged 9,000 admissions last year, and more than 150,000 youngsters were treated in its clinics and emergency room. Patients come from all of Mississippi’s 82 counties as the victims of serious trauma or with life threatening or chronic illnesses such as cancer, cystic fibrosis, sickle cell anemia, hemophilia, congenital heart defects and many others. 

Background Information: For centuries, the English have ‘flipped’ for pancakes in celebration of Shrove Tuesday, which heralds the beginning of fasting during Lent.  Long ago, strict rules prohibited the eating of all dairy products during Lent so pancakes were made to use up the supply of eggs, milk, butter and other dairy products . . . hence the name Pancake Tuesday.  The tradition and lore behind this ‘delicious’ holiday would make for an entertaining (and informational) sidebar story.

Call Jennifer at 601-984-1105 or 601-622-7529 if you need more information about covering this event.
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