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Immediate Release
May 2, 2008

Eli Manning tours construction site for children’s clinics

JACKSON, Miss.—New York Giants Quarterback Eli Manning today toured a construction site for what will become the Eli Manning Children’s Clinics at the Blair E. Batson Hospital for Children at the University of Mississippi Medical Center. 

Manning, no stranger to the patients at Batson, is working with BankPlus and Friends of Children’s Hospital to raise $2.5 million over five years to build new clinics for the more than 75,000 Mississippi children who come to the hospital each year for outpatient services.

The 130-bed Batson Hospital is the only hospital in Mississippi devoted exclusively to the care and treatment of sick and injured children, treating more than 129,000 a year from all 82 counties in Mississippi. It offers the state's only pediatric treatment programs for cancer, cystic fibrosis, epilepsy, sickle cell anemia and congenital heart defects. 

The children’s clinics are a critical component of the health care delivery system at Batson.  While the hospital averages 9,000 inpatients annually, the majority of children are treated in the clinics for a wide variety of ailments from common ear infections to more serious illnesses such as spina bifida or juvenile diabetes. 

In the clinics pediatricians offer routine well-child visits, a vaccination program, school physicals and acute care. Pediatric specialists in orthopedics, cardiology, urology, nephrology, surgery, rheumatology, neurosurgery, plastic surgery and endocrinology also treat their patients there. 

The existing clinics are located on the ground floor of the old Children’s Hospital.  The new Eli Manning Children’s Clinics will be located on 2 South in the original University Hospital. The new clinics will open in the Fall of 2008.  
Famed chef-restaurateur, Emeril Lagasse will be the celebrity chef guest for the “An Evening with the Mannings” fundraising gala on June 21 that will raise money for construction of the new clinics. At the event—presented by BankPlus—Lagasse will join Manning in a live cooking demonstration. 

For sponsorship information about “An Evening with the Mannings,” contact Kristin Cecchettini at 601.898.8312 or kristincecchettini@bankplus.net.  To learn more about Children’s Hospital, go to www.umc.edu. 
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