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Cochlear implant patients celebrate success 
 
A five-year anniversary celebration for University of Mississippi Health Care cochlear implant patients and their families is scheduled from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. on Saturday, May 17, outside School of Health Related Professions at the University of Mississippi Medical Center (use the Lakeland entrance). 
 
The first cochlear implantation at UMHC was performed in 2003 on a three-year-old girl with congenital deafness.
 
A cochlear implant is a small, complex electronic device that can help provide a sense of sound to a person who is profoundly deaf or severely hard-of-hearing. The implant consists of an external portion that sits behind the ear and a second portion that is surgically placed under the skin. Cochlear implants bypass damaged portions of the ear and directly stimulate the auditory nerve. Signals generated by the implant are sent by way of the auditory nerve to the brain, which recognizes the signals as sound. An implant does not restore normal hearing, but can give a deaf person a useful representation of sounds in the environment and help him or her to understand speech.
 
The optimal age of a candidate for this procedure is 12 months if they were born profoundly deaf. But it can be done at any age if the hearing becomes progressively worse. 
 
Since the Medical Center began offering the procedure five years ago, more than 130 cochlear implants have been performed, offering the opportunity for many children and adults to hear sounds and communicate in the hearing world.  On average, 30 procedures are performed a year and the average age of a patient at the Medical Center is two-years-old.  
 
For the second consecutive year, the University of Mississippi Medical Center was awarded the Cochlear Implant Fellowship Award from the Alexander Graham Bell Association for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (AG Bell).  The Medical Center was one of only 12 centers across the country to receive a grant to fund the fellowship which trains professionals in the field of cochlear implants and auditory rehabilitation.
Contact Jim Albritton at 601-502-4941 for more information about covering this event.
